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POYNTER PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Statement by Member for Carine 

MR A. KRSTICEVIC (Carine) [12.59 pm]: All the schools in my electorate show remarkable dedication to the 
welfare and education of their students, but today I want to talk about the innovation shown by the parents and 
citizens association at Poynter Primary School. The school’s P&C decided to undertake a fundraising venture in 
2009 to plan and implement the Poynter Farmers’ Market. Its intention was to run a regular market at the school 
once a fortnight to provide not only high-quality, fresh and value-added produce to the local community, but also 
funds for the P&C to benefit the school community. I must begin by paying credit to the members of the P&C who 
came up with this proposal and prepared a charter for the farmers’ market. Too many people have contributed to 
name them all, but they know who they are! The P&C tried extremely hard to engage the support of the local 
community when they were getting the project up and running. The aim was to create a market that would be to 
everyone’s benefit. Sadly, the best of intentions do not always please everyone. Some local businesses felt it would 
take custom away from them, and some nearby residents were concerned about the traffic, noise and litter impacts 
that a regular market would have on them. Those concerns were understandable, but I am delighted to say that the 
problems were mostly overcome, and the Poynter Farmers’ Market has gone from strength to strength. The P&C 
now also holds special event fetes for Mother’s Day and Christmas. The P&C strives to work outside its own 
school as well, through assisting charities such as Wanslea Family Services and the Cancer Council WA, and 
supporting the Thailand tsunami relief appeal and donating toys for children in wheelchairs. This year, at the 
Australia Day service at the City of Joondalup, the P&C was awarded the 2015 Premiers’ Australia Day Active 
Citizenship Award for a community group or event, which was presented by the Premier, Hon Colin Barnett, and 
the Mayor of the City of Joondalup, Troy Pickard. I congratulate the P&C most heartily on their efforts. I would 
like to pay special tribute to Tania Sutherland, who retires as president of the P&C in 2015 after three years of 
serving in that role. Thank you, Tania, for a job well done.  
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